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Artists with an eye on jewellery

CHARITY AUCTION

by ColnGleade!

aur of the word's top Liv
artists whin e .-mm“,:ﬁud
with jewellery have
dlarsted emulp]m thiat will be
sold for charity af Sothehy's
tamoreos: Artists give works to charity
all the time, but this is the first occasion
on which these artists have talen pert
in |]rm'll$\ wale. L lzu
Amm:f ¢ Carticr lgir
dl.unnn necklaces, brooches and
rrings on show today are a silver
'_'harm bracelet by Damien Tlirst
{E12000 1o 117.(|l)(.l| & 22-carat gold-
and-enamel nnx by Anish Kapoor, with
avold where & stone would no ¢ be
pl.lus(l (E15, Dﬂl’l o £20,X10); &
cuff hangle shaped like infertwined
lingees by Lovdse Boungeois (£25,000 to
£30.000): and a muby-and-diamond
pendant hy Subodh Gupta, the star ol
.he e dian Highugy exhibition st
the Serpentine G 7 (£20,000 to
£25,000).

Far Joansis Handy, Sotheby's jewellary
expert, the anction *marks an extreanely
exciting development in the recognition
of unique jewellery as art”. R

As such. it is building on
charted tradition of jewellery-making
by earlier 20th-century ertists who
worked primarily as palnters or
sculplors. Picasso and Brague bath
moede |c\w1|.cri late in thedr careers, as
did the Surrealisls Salvadar Dali. Man

geldsmith GianCarlo Montebello
worked with a number of contes ary
sarlists, such as Lucio Fontana and Niki
dc St P)mlk

omuinent 2ith-century
artist |n work in this visin was the
American sculptor Alexander Calder,
whaose best handmade jewelle ¢ from.
the Farties has sold at auction for as
much a5 $330.000 {£230,000). At the Art
Barsel Mizuni Beach foir this maath, the
Pace: Wi Idrﬂsn-m allery from New York
mounted & display of Calder
jewellery, where prives ranged lrom
$25,000 to $450,000, An exhibition of his
jewellery is currently al the
Metmapolitan Museum in New Yorlcand
will travel to the Irish Muscum of
Modern Arl s Dublin nexl year.

Examples by Calder snd many of

L)

One dealer

calls the
works
‘portable
sculptures’

9

these 20-century artists are included
in am exhibifion mocntesd Dy the
specialist dealer Lovisa Cuinness et th
Bea Brown Gallery in Covk Street.
v\}ath cluses on Friday. Prives hene
from £1050 £or & pair of silver
e e e by T
Noble and Suc Wehster to nearer
S125001 for a Calder necklace, Dali's
A Timee broach is £20,000.
“Guinness is the only dealer in Dritair
specialising in jewellery designed by
attists as opposcd to professional
jewellers, designers. A collector at first,

shis openeal ik husiness in 2003 afler

comonissioning axtists Anish Kapoor,
Antony Gonnley and Sam Taglor-Weod
to il works Tl she descriies s
‘partable sculptures” for sale, In the
pu.l o years, she has commissioned
i ot « et et ot
E of a light!
‘Anrll)len. i slranberr dlam:?d
encrusted }7\ Marc Quinn, and
Q pmmlqnmu—. ped culllinks with

onannl onlliges

Design Fairin London in

Ortober, she was one of e most

summl exhibitors, selling works by
the majority of her artists, “Most of the

buyers were in Loadaa for (e Frieze
Art Fair,” she says, defining the art

rathee than erft appeal

sells.

“Weareble art is the now jewellery”
siys Guinness, and il is begianing 1o
catch on. In sddition to other
specialised galleries that have sprung
up in Gern, Paris snd New York,
(upsewms exe also talsing an interest, In
the past o years, the Metropolitan
Museum in New Yok und the Museum
of Flne Arts in Beston have soquired
Large collections of arl jewellecy. “They
represent another ot farm. You don’t

ofthework she |

find them in the jewellery store,” says
Jane Aldin, of the ety ypolitan.
tomorrow. Damien Hirst et el vill
he :;]lhr ::ll.mnll.xrgm-nmnud a
Jewn le. Consi mﬂgf g
msclsgyxn swirling around the
cnlemparsry irt market al the momenl,
this could just prove to be a safe haven,
L Russia, where p are
antivigating a devaluation of De rouble,
they are putting their cash into gold,
whith has reached recon] price Jevels,
The Sotheby’s salc is, therefore,  tost
both for contemparary art and for the

jewvellery mardeet as o whale.



